Service for Noonday March 1, 2022
We will use the service for noonday found on page 103 in the book of Common Prayer.
Before we begin let us pause in silence
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now,
and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia
Let us read Psalm 119 found on page 103, together in unison (read from prayer book)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
A reading from John (18:28-38)
28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning.
They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able
to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring
against this man?” 30 They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have
handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him
according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” 32
(This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)
33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you
about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have
handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from
this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate asked
him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and
for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to
my voice.” 38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” After he had said this, he went out to the Jews
again and told them, “I find no case against him.
THE WORD OF THE LORD

Thanks be to God

Commentary from Forward Day by Day
“That’s not how we do things here.” How many times have I heard that? I go into a new
situation—a job or a committee, and I realize I must learn to do things differently. The old way
no longer works. Jesus also did things differently and not as others expected. Wherever he
went, he met hunger with food, sickness with healing, violence with peace. I think Pilate was
puzzled at Jesus’s lack of resistance to his arrest. Jesus explained clearly that if he did things as
the world expected, there would be fighting and revolt. But there was no fight. Jesus did not call
for armed resistance to prevent his arrest or save him from death. God calls us to a new way of
being in the world. Jesus modeled this in his ministry, putting a divine spin on the phrase,
“That’s not how we do things here.”
MOVING FORWARD: How do you meet the world differently because you follow Jesus?
The Prayers
The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil.
Lord, hear our prayer;
And let our cry come to you.
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our prayers for
this parish family, St. Paul’s. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the
penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring us all to be of one
heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Lord we ask for your blessing and guidance especially for our priest, Mother Suzanne, David
and Andy in their Discernment for Holy Orders.
We pray for healing for all who are affected by the Corona Virus, and safety for our health care
workers and first responders.

Heavenly Father, Giver of life and health: Comfort and relieve your sick servants, those known
and unknown to us, and give your power of healing to those who minister to their needs, that
they may be strengthened in their distress and have sure knowledge of your loving care through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to your never-failing care and love, for this life
and the life to come, knowing that you are doing for them better things than we can desire or
pray for; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, whose Son had nowhere to lay his head: Grant that those who live alone may
not be lonely in their solitude, but that, following in his steps, they may find fulfillment in
loving you and their neighbors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our
armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace;
strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset
them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pray for protection for people around the world who are vulnerable and being persecuted; pray
for all law enforcement officers and firefighters. Pray for our country, our state, for our city of
Altus; pray for our President and other leaders that they may be led to wise decisions and right
actions for the welfare and peace of the world.

We pray for The Episcopal Church, for our Presiding Bishop Michael, for our own Bishop
Poulson.
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart (and
especially the hearts of the people of this land), that barriers which divide us may crumble,
suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please add your own prayers either silently or aloud.
PAUSE
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your apostles, “Peace I give to you; my own peace I leave with
you:” Regard not our sins but the faith of your Church, and give to us the peace and unity of
that heavenly City, where with the Father and the Holy Spirit you live and reign, now and for
ever. Amen.
The Ending
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God

